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a sense of difficulties which attach to any full action upon it,
from the number and rapidity of his various declarations, in
some instances from their want of consistency, and from his
much too free communication with persons who act as corre-
spondents of public journals. It would not be fair to this remark-
able man to omit a reference to the most serious item of all>
namely the very imperfect knowledge with which the Govern-
ment are required at the shortest notice to form conclusions in
respect to a peculiar, remote, and more than half-barbarous
region, with which they have but a very slight and indirect
connection in the ordinary sense, although character and re-
sponsibility are involved in all the transactions.
Mr. Gladstone thought yesterday, with Lord Granville and
Lord Hartington whom he saw at this place, that British troops
could not be sent to Khartoum, and he is much gratified to find
that this opinion has the sanction of Your Majesty.
Sir Evelyn Baring has, Mr, Gladstone thinks, shown con-
spicuous ability and excellent sense in the office he holds : but
the difficulties are such that it is no wonder if occasionally he
treads awry.
On this occasion he makes a recommendation (in what can
hardly be considered as an official document) that amounts to a
reversal of policy ; he overrides the most serious military difficul-
ties ; he acts, so far as it appears, alone ; he proposes to provide
for dangers to General Gordon, of the existence of which at the
present moment Your Majesty's Government do not possess
evidence ; and he does this in ignorance of what are at the time
General Gordon's circumstances, opinions, and desires.
In conversation here yesterday, the joint feeling was that an
effort should be made to ascertain these, although it cannot be
done with the rapidity which was ensured by the telegraph when
it was open to Khartoum. The attainment of this end was con-
templated by a telegram drawn yesterday evening in London, and
concurred in by Mr. Gladstone. Mr. Gladstone hopes that it will
draw from General Gordon valuable information, especially after
the success which has happily attended the movements of General
Graham. General Gordon is of course quite free to revert to the
subject of his recommendation that Zebehr should be sent: a
recommendation in declining which Mr. Gladstone thinks that
the Cabinet may have been a good deal influenced by the fear